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From Our HOPE Coordinator
Dear MOPE Waﬁﬂw.

Every day | continue to be inspired by the courage and dedication of our HOPE
students. Many are the first in their families to attend college, working long
hours and caring for loved ones while excelling in challenging coursework and
clinical trainings. Their determination to become health professionals in our
community is nothing short of remarkable.

Because of your generosity and support, our students know they are not alone.
Your support provides financial assistance, tutoring, necessary resources, and
guidance that help them persist through barriers and reach their goals.
Together, we are doing more than educating future healthcare providers, we
are opening doors, lifting families, and strengthening our community.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for believing in them and in the power
of education to change lives.

Anley Rodar Lara

Arley Rodas Lara
HOPE Program Coordinator




2L
5IF Provid,

Wiy - 49 P .
- - G
: .-' " t 3 . ‘F., -
L S %
p :
L . :
g 2 -
i by |
L}
)
-

[MAGING

Shannon Pratt

Radiology Technologist, Providence
SRJC Rad Tech Program, 2024

SRJIC HOPE Mission
Statement

The SRJC HOPE (Health Occupation Preparation Education)
Program is dedicated to advancing the success of
underrepresented and first-generation students pursuing
health care careers. We foster a sense of belonging by
expanding diversity, equity, and inclusion in healthcare
education through mentorship, workforce development,
academic support and social emotional well-being. We
empower students to become leaders who positively
Impact their communities.




Meet the 24/25 HOPE Team!

Arley Ros Lara Jassel Dolores Cespedes Lizette Miranda Cuevas Tammy Sakanashi
HOPE Program Coordinator ~ Student Success Specialist]  Student Success Specialist|  Dean of Health Sciences

Chris Latorre Juan Martinez Vega Dulce Brambila Patrick Pring Keana Parry

Nursing A & B Tutor Anatomy Tutor Anatomy Tutor Physiology & Microbiology TEAS & Dosage Calculations Tutor
Tutor




WHY OUR WORK
MATTERS

Over the years, the SRIC HOPE Program has For too many students from low-income and

supported hundreds of health sciences immigrant communities, college can feel out

students at Santa Rosa Junior College, of reach. Systemic barriers, financial

many of whom are first-generation and pressures, and lack of representation create

3 A from underrepresented backgrounds. Our overwhelming obstacles to applying, enrolling,

SOpl;ie Dixon Ston N i work has shown us what it takes to help and completing their education. This results in
SRIC ADN Student : . students not only access higher education, an “opportunity gap” that leaves capable,

but also persist, graduate, and move hardworking students without the same

beyond barriers that too often keep chance to achieve their goals.

families in cycles of hardship.

Nancy Andrade-Sanchez
SRJC ADN Student

That’'s why the support the HOPE Program provides is so critical. By
offering holistic advising, academic resources, scholarships, and a
strong sense of belonging, we help students see themselves as college
students, thrive in their studies, and transform their futures. 6




WHY OUR WORK MATTERS

CONTINUED...

The HOPE Program addresses the education opportunity gap within W

health sciences by opening doors for a wide range of health Christopher Latorre
HOPE Alumni, SRJC ADN, 2025
RS

income, and underrepresented students. We support them AR

sciences students with an emphasis on first-generation, low-

throughout every stage of their college journey at SRJC

Our student-centered model shifts the focus from simply getting
into college into thriving in college and beyond. We strongly
emphasize belonging, community, and wrap-around support that
helps students succeed academically while also building
confidence, resilience, and leadership skills.

By doing so, HOPE is helping students not only complete college,
but also create career pathways that uplift their families and
strengthen our communities.

7

Meghan O’'Leary
HOPE Alumni, SRJC ADN, 2024




WHY OUR WORK MATTERS

CONTINUED...
HOPE'S SUPPORT MODEL

We remove barriers for entry so all students
feel welcome, regardless of GPA, test scores,

or background.

LaFae Aguilar | =
HOPE ADN Student

- -

3
4.0 *; We inspire belief in our students’ unlimited
Al /' potential.

L4
’
4

S %D?Op We provide individualized mentorship, and

| . o, culturally responsive support.
Mariana Rodriguez

HOPE Alumni, SFSUBSN Student & We meet students where they are, offering

flexible and comprehensive resources.

We work to demystify financial aid and
scholarship processes to reduce debt.

We walk alongside students throughout their
educational journey into specialty programs,
transfer, graduation, and meaningful careers
in health care.

Juan Martinez Vega
HOPE Anatomy Tutor & ADN Student




HOPE Student
Demographics

Female
162

Gender



HOPE Student
Demographics
CONTINUED... 859 71494

The HOPE Program is proud to support students who
demonstrate resilience, determination, and ambition despite

systemic barriers. The data from this past 2425 school year O Y e P e were considered

paints a clear picture of the community we serve. generation economically
(159 students) disadvantaged
(137 students)
e Our first-generation HOPE students are the first in their .
LaFae Aguilar
families to attend college. These students are breaking

-

cycles, creating new paths, and serving das role models for
their siblings and communities.

e For our economically disadvantaged students, education is
also a pathway to economic stability and upward mobility.
By reducing financial burdens and providing targeted
resources, we help ensure that financial hardship do not
derail their aspirations.

e Our program is a safe, inclusive space where students with Annette Villegas Martinez
. . . . : : HH Pre-Nursing Student
diverse learning and physical needs receive the support received Disability —
Resources Department \)
they need to succeed. (DRD) services ™

(77 students)

10




HOPE Student
Demographics

CONTINUED...

e 50% are on the Pre-Nursing
pathway

e About24% were enrolled in the
ADN program

e Other notable groups: Biology
(6.5%), Pre-Rad Tech (6.5%),
Psychology (6%), Pre-Dental
Hygiene (6%), Kinesiology (1.8%)

'\’I”‘F

Stephanie Perez
' HOPE Alumni, SRJC ADN 2025 |

i. |
t

Juan Martinez Vega
HOPE Anatomy Tutor & ADN Student

Keana Parry
HOPE Alumni, SRJC ADN 2025

Genesis Schloss
HOPE ADN Student




H O P E StUdent ININININ HOPE students are also exploring other critical areas of
De m Og ra p h ics healthcare. Radiologic Technology (6.5%) and

CONTINUED... Biology/Pre-Med (6%) continue to be strong interests,
while smaller but equally important groups are
. preparing for careers in Dental Hygiene, Dental

Stu d ent M aj or Su Mima ry Assisting, Pharmacy Tech, Public Health, and Medical
Assisting. We also see students in Kinesiology,

This past 24-25 School Year reflects 185 Psychology, and related Social Sciences, reflecting the

. : : diverse ways they want to contribute to health and
dedicated HOPE students pursuing careers in

: .. well-being in our community.
health sciences. The vast majority, nearly

three out of four students (74%), are These numbers show that HOPE students are not just
preparing for OR are already enrolled in the choosing maijors, they are choosing service and care.

SRJC Nursing program. This shows the Each student represents a future healthcare

pdssion our students have for entering the professional ready to care for others, uplift their

nursing field at a time when compassionate, families, and strengthen our healthcare workforce.

skilled nurses are the most needed. ..
Your support helps ensure that these aspirations are

not only possible but achievable. n




HOPE Student
Demographics

CONTINUED...

Degrees & Certificates Earned in 24/25

Nursing ADN (AS)

CNA Certificate

Social & Behavioral Sciences (AA)
Pre-Allied Health (AS)

Natural Sciences (AS)

Basic Arrhythmia Recognition Course Certificate
Dental Hygiene (AS)

Medical Assisting (AS)

Radiologic Technology Certificate

Dental Assisting

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT-Basic)
Medical Assisting Certificate
Administration of Justice (AS)

French (AA)

Humanities (AA)

Kinesiology (AA)

Mathematics (AS)

Psychology (AA)

Radiologic Technology (AS)

Sociology (AA)

Total Earned: 87

Dean’s Honors: 10

Dean’s Highest Honors: 28

Honors Society - Phi Theta Kappa:4

Lambda Nu-Radiologic &lmaging Sciences National Honor Society: 1




HOPE Student
Demographics

CONTINUED...

HOPE Staff had over 900 points of contact with
HOPE students in the past 24/25 school year. HOPE
students are not only receiving help with
academics through our tutoring services but they
are also building mentoring relationships,
planning for their careers, and securing financial
and emotional stability.

The lending of 155 textbooks from our HOPE
Lending Library further helps to reduce financial
barriers, ensuring that students can fully participate

in their rigorous courses.

Overall, this comprehensive support system helps
students prepare, persist, transfer, graduate, and
thrive at SRJC.

HOPE Services

Academic Tutoring

Transfer Mentorships

Workforce Development

Financial Aid/Scholarship Support

Mentoring

Social Emotional Support

Total Contacts: 919
Books Lent: 155




24/25 HOPE Student
Scholarships Awarded

@6 $20K

HOPE Scholarships Awarded

$2.2K

supply Scholarships Awarded 3

Thomas Willows
9 ' 7 K l z K HOPE Alumni, SRJC ADN, 2025
® ® : BE:
Specialty Program Scholarships Emergency Funds Awarded N, _' |
Awarded , > 7 - 72

4 Stephanie Perez
/d HOPE Alumni, SRJC ADN, 2025



Summer 24 CNA Graduation
HOPE attended the SRJC Certified Nurses
Assistant Program graduation.

F24 H.A.M. Orientation
HOPE, Avanzando, and MESA hosted a large

onboarding orientation. HOPE welcomed 50
new students into our program.

F24 Welcome Week
Free student supplies & food was

offered to our students.

F24 Daisy Cardenas’ Going Away
A going away event for our previous HOPE

program coordinator.

F24 Healthcare Foundation Visits
The Healthcare Foundation awarded HOPE $20K
in scholarship for our students

+ 24/25 HOPE Workshops & Events

F24 Scholarship Wokrshop
In collaboration with MESA and Avanzando, we

held a scholarship workshop.

F24 CPR Workshop
In collaboration with MESA and Avanzando, we

funded CPR training for our students.

F24 NARCAN Workshop
In collaboration with MESA and Avanzando,

Micah’s Hugs offered NARCAN training to our
students.

F24 TEAS Workshop Series

In collaboration with Avanzando, we held 4 TEAS
workshops to support students preparing to
apply for nursing schools.

F24 Nursing Application Workshop

In collaboration with Avanzando & EOPS, we held
a workshop to support students with applications.

16



F24 COLEGAS Conference
HOPE Staff was able to be present at the

COLEGAS Conference to network & learn
from other Latinx educators.

F24 Internship Workshop

In collaboration with MESA and Avanzando,
we gave our students information on how
to apply to internship opportunities.

F24 SRCH Dental Opening
HOPE was invited to attend SRCH'’s Dental

Opening event.

F24 Dia de los muertos

In collaboration with MESA & Avanzando
we displayed an altar in our center and
welcomed students to participate in
remembering their loved ones.

F24 Mental Health & Identity on Test Prep
In collaboration with MESA, Avanzando, &
Student Health Services, we had a therapist
lead a workshop on mental health.

24/25 HOPE Workshops & Events

Continued...

F24 H.A.M.sgiving

In collaboration with MESA and Avanzando, we
hosted a “H.A.M.sgiving” in community with our

students.

F24 Anxiety Workshop

In collaboration with Avanzando, MESA, &
Student Health Services, we hosted a
workshop on Anxiety.

F24 Fuel for Finals
In collaboration with Avanzando & MESA,

we hosted a week full of food & activities
to support our students during finals
week.

F24 Winter H.A.M. Celebration

In collaboration with MESA & Avanzando,
we celebrated the end of the semester in
community with our HOPE students &
funders.

$25 Nursing Student Meet-Up

We hosted a community event before the
semester started to welcome the
incoming new HOPE nursing students.




$25 Nursing Application Workshop

In collaboration with Avanzando & EOPS, we
held a workshop to support students with
applications.

$25 HOPE Sutter Fellowship Launch

With Sutter’s support, we launched our very
first Fellowship program so students gain
experience in the healthcare world. Students
were placed in community clinics

$25 AHEC Scholarship Workshop

In collaboration Aliados Health, we held a
workshop to inform students on scholarship
an internship opportunities.

$25 LinkedIn Workshop
In collaboration with MESA, Avanzando, EOPS,

& 10KD, we hosted a LinkedIn workshop &
offered students professional headshots & a

LinkedIn Premium Account.

S$25 Healthcare is Love

HOPE was sponsored by the SRJC Foundation
to attend the Healthcare Foundation’s Drag
Brunch Fundraiser.

24/25 HOPE Workshops & Events

Continued...

$25 SRCH Fieldtrip
SRCH Vista Campus hosted a couple of

HOPE students for a tour of their facility.

$25 Active Study Workshop

In collaboration with MESA & Avanzando,
we held a workshop to support healthy
study habits for STEM & Health Sciences
students.

$25 NARCAN Workshop

In collaboration with MESA and Avanzando,
Micah’s Hugs offered NARCAN training to
our students.

$25 Parent’s Day Event

In collaboration with Avanzando, MESA, EOPS,
CARE, & CalWorks, we celebrated our
student parents.

$25 Burnout Workshop

In collaboration with MESA and Avanzando,
we hosted a workshop to support students
when they experience burnout.



24/25 HOPE Workshops & Events

Continued...

: ) $25 Speed Mentor Night
In collaboration with MESA and | llaborati ith A g
Avanzando, we hosted a workshop to Joa ks P h coflaboration With Avdnhzando, W?
support students when they experience " ;) “ %" ;¥ :le 2 ¥ hosted our annual Speed Mentor Night
burnout. “Er e W% ST e (] with healthcare professionals in the
$25 Mural Workshop SOUTAIIIET
In collaboration with MESA & Avanzando, s R - S25 H.A.M. Sashing Ceremony
we received a grant to work on murals ATk L L In collaboration with Avanzando &
to place in our center. K‘\ U 5 \:”f 7,: a / MESA, we hosted our annual Sashing
vttt | SRR R Ceremony to celebrate our graduating
BT 825 Mental Health Panel 7R students.
In collaboration with Avanzando & v e ey N .
AN ) Summer 25 Rad Tech Graduation
Student Health Peers, we hosted a panel ~ "= /

HOPE attended the 2025 Rad Tech

' v/ /;‘ »
(&8/))
of mental health professionals to talk to ’gm' /4/1/ ;" Graduation.

our students interested in Psychology.
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+ HOPE Pre-NURSE Pathway

Strong Work Force Grant

@) PRE-NURSE
Pathway
@ SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE

In Partnership with HOPE & AVANZANDO
Pre-Nursing Major
Support Program

The Pre-NURSE Pathway is a new partnership to support SRJC's pre-nursing students,
especially those who are underrepresented and first-generation. Our goal is to provide
necessary resources to students to support the successful completion of nursing (ADN) pre-
requisites, the TEAS exam, and getting through the nursing program application process.

Program Benefits:

& Textbook Lending Library for ADN horm Fiere

prerequisite courses (ANAT 1,
MICRO 5 & 60, PHYZ 1, etc.)

& Workshops (TEAS exam,
Nursing Program Application)

& 1-on-1 Program Support

& Mentoring Opportunities
& more!

8 opazjr@santarosa.edu
O 707-521-6928

Questions?
Contact Omar Paz,

Project Coordinator hope.santarosa.edu/nurse-pathway

*HABLO ESPANOL* @ Lindley STEM Center, 2nd Floor, Room 244
** By appointment only **
W7 JUNIOR QO L L E Gt e e s s sy ek

SRJC HOPE has long been recognized for its excellence in
preparing students for careers in health sciences, with
nursing being one of the most in-demand fields.

In Fall 2024, 2,900 SRJC students (12.7% of the total
student body) declared a health sciences major, with
over half (1,513 students) pursuing pre-nursing.

By the 2024-25 academic year, 2,073 students were
enrolled in pre-nursing—a dramatic increase of 908
students since 2021-2022.

Despite this growth, persistence & equity gaps remain a

challenge. For example, only 44.5% of pre-nursing

students persisted from Fall 2023 to Fall 2024, with
persistence rates even lower among African American
(37.3%) and Latinx (42.9%) students. Furthermore, while
72% of pre-nursing students identify as non-white, just
53% of admitted nursing students reflect this diversity,
underscoring the urgent need for a more equitable
pipeline into the ADN program.

Learn more here:
hope.santarosa.edu/nurse-pathway



http://hope.santarosa.edu/nurse-pathway

To address these gaps, HOPE is launching the HOPE Pre-

+ H O P E P re- N U RS E Pathway Networking, Unity, and Resources for Successful Entry
St ron g WO r k F orce G rant (Pre-NURSE) Pathway through Strong Workforce

funding. This initiative, led by the HOPE & Avanzando
CONTINUED... Programs, will establish a comprehensive pre-nursing
track designed to serve at least 240 students annually
with culturally responsive, whole-student support

services.
Key components of the HOPE NURSE Pathway include:

e Academic Preparation: TEAS and application
workshops, embedded tutoring, and orientation

sessions.
Alissa Wolter, PhD Arley Rodas Lara Omar PazJr. H .
HSI - Avanzando Manager HOPE Program Coordinator Pre-NURSE Pathway Retention & Support' Case mandgement, B
Pre-NURSE Pathway Manager Project Coordinator

mentorship, wellness activities, cultural events, and a
lending library.

4 8 Workforce Engagement: Hospital tours, paid
n-
| W

Pre-NURSE Pathway Lucero Jimenez Jassel Dolores Cespedes
Project Coordinator HSI - Avanzando Coordinator HOPE & HSI - Avanzando
Student Success Specialist

21 and community partnerships.

mentorships, and networking events such as Speed

Mentor Night and the new Engage Conference.

Equity & Belonging: Programming grounded in

cultural wealth frameworks, bilingual staff support,




S26 Caminos en Salud Conference

Funded by the SRIC Randolph Newman Cultural A St g

§78 FOUNBATION
Enrichment Endowment (RNCEE) Grant Project Pathways in Healthcare
The HOPE and HSI - Avanzando programs will co-host a new signature event: Health

CAREERES

A0 HIHB
CONFERENCE

Sponsored by the SRJC Foundation's o wman Cultural Enrichment

Sciences Conference. Building upon the success of the popular “Speed Mentor Night,” this
expanded event will further connect students to healthcare professionals, employers, and
community leaders through programming designed to bridge the gap from classroom to

career. Endowment Grant
N, \l"lgwhﬁ NG NG NG N N N N5 25 W N N N Nl Nt N No N N N
IR AN YN YR G GRGR GRGRGR R AN G R YR G G YR G GR Y
The four-hour conference will feature: FRIDAY, MAY 8TH
* Professional Networking: Tabling with local healthcare organizations, nonprofits, and 10 AM - 3 PM

SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE,

LINDLEY CENTER FOR STEM EDUCATION & THE
) ) . , STEM QUAD

e Culturally Responsive Programming: A land acknowledgement, bilingual presentations, EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

i v - * Explore healthcare career paths &
( meet local employers

SRJC departments, paired with live music to create an inviting environment.

student speakers, and panels addressing systemic barriers in education and healthcare.

m O * Resource & Company Tabling
o ¢ Keynote Speaker: Alicia Fernandez,

FREE & OPEN TO ALL Mb = HCSk

* Professional Panel with Kaiser, Sutter,

e Career Development: Job search panels, mentorship opportunities, and sessions

highlighting family and community support in student success. I T e PHC, SRCH, etc
. . . . . . PARTNERS ARE WELCOME! ¢ SRJC Student Research Poster
e Celebration & Community: Music, food, and a social hour designed to make networking Showcase
- ¢ Learn from inspiring professionals &
accessible while affirming culture and resilience. QUES TIONS® poers .
hopecenter@santarosa.edu e Enjoy coffee, pastries, & free lunch!

@ SANTA RC

u More information to come...




Liza Juarez
SRJC ADN Program, 2025

HOPE Alumni
Spotlight

Our HOPE alumni embody the resilience, dedication, and success

that define our program. They are first-generation leaders and
healthcare professionals who continue to inspire current and
incoming HOPE student cohorts by showing what is possible with
persistence and a community of support and care.

Their journeys remind us that the impact of HOPE extends far
beyond the classroom and into careers, families, and
communities.




Keana Parry
HOPE Alumni, SRIC ADN, 2025
UC Davis Medical Center, Trauma Nursing Unit,

a T

New Grad RN

“HOPE supported me tremendously while | attended SRJC. | really
appreciated the encouragement and guidance from my case
manager, Arley. The workshops were a great way to get
involved, and | was lucky enough to even lead one. HOPE funded
my ACLS and PALS courses, which were so helpful in building a
more competitive resume for nursing jobs. Inspired by what
HOPE had done for me, | even became a tutor for health
sciences so | could give back.

I always recommend HOPE to anyone who may
be feeling a little lost or lacking a sense of
community.

Professionally, | hope to make an impact on the world through
my career as a registered nurse. While | pursue my Bachelor of
Science in Nursing, | am learning how to be a leader and a force
for positive change. | plan to continue educating myself on
iIssues that affect healthcare, communities, and the patients |
serve. One day, | would love to circle back to school as a

professor so | can help guide the next generation of nhurses.”




“I joined HOPE when | first started at SRJC in 2018. Saying the
program “held my hand" through the first half of my
undergraduate journey is an understatement. My mentors,
counselors, tutors, and peers were all foundational to where | am
today. Each and every person | met through HOPE not only
believed in me but always encouraged me to strive for more.

1 NOLVHISNONIO:

.....

| vividly remember struggling academically after COVID,
disconnecting from my peers and education. | sat down with
HOPE’s coordinator at the time, and she told me | needed to

“ponerme las pilas,” which means "put in the effort” or "get
motivated. "

As the oldest daughter and the first person in my family to

pursue higher education, my family didn’t fully understand how
| was struggling or how to help.

Having someone who had no reason to

believe in me take the time to offer advice and Mariana Rodriguez

to k . . f th HOPE Alumni, SRIC, 2025
e e € CNA, Sutter Santa Rosa Regional Hospital
reasons | am where | am today. SFSU BSN Student

,_




“As a new registered nurse, | am now the first person in my family
to graduate from college. With the program'’s support, and the

i ¥
—

support of the community HOPE builds, | have gained the
confidence to step into leadership roles both in the community
and in my workplace. HOPE provided me with food, a quiet study
areq, and smiles on days | felt low. HOPE gave me a safe space to
thrive and fail, to make friends and build connections, and gave
me the opportunity to try a new passion - teaching. They allowed
me to tutor students with similar goals and values as myself,
students that inspired me.

I hope to serve as an example for latino men, showing

that we can indeed serve our community as healers

and nurses.
RN N TN | hope to serve as both a role model and a mentor for students who
.
\ \ may not see themselves represented in healthcare. Similar to how
oy

\ others have supported me in my journey, | hope to encourage and
\ _

Christdpher Eduardo Latorre

HOPE Alumni, SRIC ADN, 2025
Recipient of the 2025 HOPE Award
Registered Nurse at Spring Lake Village
Recently donated back to the HOPE Program with

Thomas Willows, Fellow HOPE Alumni
e R

help guide students in achieving their academic and professional
goals. Giving back to those who gave to me is a belief | value

deeply, which is why | partnered with a fellow HOPE student to n
contribute financially back to HOPE and plan to continue

supporting organizations that invest in student success and
building future leaders.”



“HOPE IS the reason that | am in the Kaiser program and where |
am today for so many reasons. I'm a first-generation college
graduate and the firstin my family to enter the medical field.
HOPE allowed me access to doors | didn’t know existed. | didn't
know anything about the Kaiser program, but the HOPE program
hosted an event where a Kaiser representative came and talked
to our cohort... The tutoring helped me soar, not only in my SRJC
classes, but in my rad tech classes currently... The study tips &
how Meghan O’Leary taught me to utilize lab time in the
anatomy lab have been extremely beneficial in applying those
skills to how | utilize my lab time and study time on the Kaiser
campus, and I'm excelling in all classes.

The various workshops that HOPE hosted were a wealth of
knowledge from updating resumes to stress control, and I've
valued what every workshop had to offer. Having a case
manager who seriously battled for me and had the time for me,
whether that was going through school options, editing a
resume, or letting me be sad when | got rejected from another
school, was an indescribable resource.”

I don’t know if | would be where | am without
the HOPE program behind me.

Kayla Lindsay

HOPE Alumni, SRIC, 2024

Kaiser Permanente School of Allied Health
Sciences: Radiologic Technology Student
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Where do our HOPE Alumni end up?

&% KAISER PERMANENTE.
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Thank You to Our 24/25 Collaborators!

&% KAISER PERMANENTE.

35 MESA

& SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE

EOPS

EXTENDED OPPORTUNITY
PROGRAMS & SERVICES

CARE * CalWORKs « Bear Cub Scholars

SONOMA
VALLEY HOSPITAL

HEALING HERE AT HOME

24 AVANZ ANDO

] SANTA ROSA JUNIOR COLLEGE

1000

degreesm

CAREER EDUCATION
YOUR PATHTO THE FUTURE

@ SANTA ROSA

JUNIOR COLLEGE blllty
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COMMUNITY
FREE CLINIC
A 4

Aliados Health
Access | Equity | Advocacy | Innovation
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Thank You to Our Partners!

Peter E. Haas Jr. Family Fund h@"
- {'r.ffm':.'u'u;f soctal [‘,.I':.-;J.ig':g.'{* — @ Liﬂ\a\ SUtter Health

. HEALTH JIL Providence
% KAISER PERMANENTE. “OUNDATION = S St.Joseph Health
B SN S e d ) CAREEREDURATON  Gordon Blumenfeld

@) FOUNDATION




Ways to Give
HOPE Student Need Fund

+

e Specialty Scholarships for unanticipated costs after being

The SRJC HOPE Student Need Fund provides support for first-
generation college students with the following:

accepted into a program (nursing, rad tech, dental hygiene,
CNA, etc.) to ensure enrollment.
e Emergency Funds for students who are facing financial

stressors that pose a risk to meeting their educational goals,

If you would like more information on how such as rent, utilities, food, etc.

you can further contribute & support our e Workforce Development Workshops so students can

mission in creating leaders in healthcare,

. complete training and certificates to strengthen their skillset
reach out to the SRJC Foundation:

dn PHONE & EMAIL

é(!,)) To contact us, please call 7/07.527.4348
or email foundation@santarosa.edu

and make them competitive upon entering the health care
workforce.
e Specialty Supply Scholarship for students to pay for school

supplies.
Click Here to Donate!
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The SRJC HOPE Program envisions a world where all students,
regardless of race, ethnicity, socioeconomic background, or abilities
will have the full range of educational opportunities, support, and
resources, to realize their full potential and become the exceptional
healthcare leaders we know them to be.
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	From Our HOPE Coordinator
	Dear HOPE Supporters,
	Arley Rodas Lara

	Shannon Pratt

	SRJC HOPE Mission Statement
	The SRJC HOPE (Health Occupation Preparation Education) Program is dedicated to advancing the success of underrepresented and first-generation students pursuing health care careers. We foster a sense of belonging by expanding diversity, equity, and inclusion in healthcare education through mentorship, workforce development, academic support and social emotional well-being. We empower students to become leaders who positively impact their communities.

	Meet the 24/25 HOPE Team!
	Arley Rodas Lara
	HOPE Program Coordinator
	Jassel Dolores Cespedes
	Student Success Specialist I
	Tammy Sakanashi
	Dean of Health Sciences
	Lizette Miranda Cuevas
	Student Success Specialist I
	Sophie Dixon Sutton
	SRJC ADN Student

	Nancy Andrade-Sanchez


	WHY OUR WORK MATTERS
	Over the years, the SRJC HOPE Program has supported hundreds of health sciences students at Santa Rosa Junior College, many of whom are first-generation and from underrepresented backgrounds. Our work has shown us what it takes to help students not only access higher education, but also persist, graduate, and move beyond barriers that too often keep families in cycles of hardship.
	For too many students from low-income and immigrant communities, college can feel out of reach. Systemic barriers, financial pressures, and lack of representation create overwhelming obstacles to applying, enrolling, and completing their education. This results in an “opportunity gap” that leaves capable, hardworking students without the same chance to achieve their goals.
	That’s why the support the HOPE Program provides is so critical. By offering holistic advising, academic resources, scholarships, and a strong sense of belonging, we help students see themselves as college students, thrive in their studies, and transform their futures.

	WHY OUR WORK MATTERS
	CONTINUED...
	Christopher Latorre
	Meghan O’Leary
	By doing so, HOPE is helping students not only complete college, but also create career pathways that uplift their families and strengthen our communities.



	WHY OUR WORK MATTERS
	CONTINUED...
	HOPE‘S SUPPORT MODEL
	LaFae Aguilar
	Juan Martinez Vega
	We remove barriers for entry so all students feel welcome, regardless of GPA, test scores, or background.
	We inspire belief in our students’ unlimited potential.
	We provide individualized mentorship, and culturally responsive support.
	We meet students where they are, offering flexible and comprehensive resources.
	We work to demystify financial aid and scholarship processes to reduce debt.
	We walk alongside students throughout their educational journey into specialty programs, transfer, graduation, and meaningful careers in health care.

	Mariana Rodriguez


	HOPE Student Demographics
	Male
	24
	Female
	162
	Gender
	Race
	Total Students Served: 186


	HOPE Student Demographics
	CONTINUED...
	The HOPE Program is proud to support students who demonstrate resilience, determination, and ambition despite systemic barriers. The data from this past 24/25 school year paints a clear picture of the community we serve.
	Our first-generation HOPE students are the first in their families to attend college. These students are breaking cycles, creating new paths, and serving as role models for their siblings and communities.
	For our economically disadvantaged students, education is also a pathway to economic stability and upward mobility. By reducing financial burdens and providing targeted resources, we help ensure that financial hardship do not derail their aspirations.
	Our program is a safe, inclusive space where students with diverse learning and physical needs receive the support they need to succeed.
	were considered first generation
	(159 students)
	were considered
	economically disadvantaged
	( 137 students)
	received Disability Resources Department (DRD) services
	(77 students)
	LaFae Aguilar

	Annette Villegas Martinez


	HOPE Student Demographics
	CONTINUED...
	Majors
	50% are on the Pre-Nursing pathway
	About 24% were enrolled in the ADN program
	Other notable groups: Biology (6.5%), Pre-Rad Tech (6.5%), Psychology (6%), Pre-Dental Hygiene (6%), Kinesiology (1.8%)
	Keana Parry
	Stephanie Perez
	Juan Martinez Vega
	Genesis Schloss


	HOPE Student Demographics
	CONTINUED...
	Student Major Summary
	This past 24-25 School Year reflects 185 dedicated HOPE students pursuing careers in health sciences. The vast majority, nearly three out of four students (74%), are preparing for OR are already enrolled in the SRJC Nursing program. This shows the passion our students have for entering the nursing field at a time when compassionate, skilled nurses are the most needed.
	Your support helps ensure that these aspirations are not only possible but achievable.



	HOPE Student Demographics
	CONTINUED...
	Degrees & Certificates Earned in 24/25
	Total Earned: 87
	In the 2024–2025 academic year, HOPE students earned a total of 87 degrees and certificates, with the majority concentrated in health sciences. The Nursing ADN (18), Natural Sciences (18), and Pre-Allied Health (14) pathways represented the strongest areas of achievement.
	Academic excellence was a highlight of the 24-25 HOPE Cohort: 43 students earned honors, including 28 with Dean’s Highest Honors, 10 with Dean’s Honors, and 4 inducted into Phi Theta Kappa, with one student also joining Lambda Nu, the national honor society for Radiologic & Imaging Sciences.
	These distinctions highlight the resilience, dedication, and academic success of HOPE students as they pursue their educational and career goals.

	HOPE Student Demographics
	HOPE Staff had over 900 points of contact with HOPE students in the past 24/25 school year. HOPE students are not only receiving help with academics through our tutoring services but they are also building mentoring relationships, planning for their careers, and securing financial and emotional stability.
	The lending of 155 textbooks from our HOPE Lending Library further helps to reduce financial barriers, ensuring that students can fully participate in their rigorous courses.
	Overall, this comprehensive support system helps students prepare, persist, transfer, graduate, and thrive at SRJC.


	HOPE Services
	Total Contacts: 919
	Books Lent: 155
	24/25 HOPE Student Scholarships Awarded
	Thomas Willows
	Stephanie Perez


	$20K
	HOPE Scholarships Awarded

	$2.2K
	Supply Scholarships Awarded

	$9.7K
	Specialty Program Scholarships Awarded

	$1.2K
	Emergency Funds Awarded

	24/25 HOPE Workshops & Events
	Summer 24 CNA Graduation
	F24 Scholarship Wokrshop
	F24 H.A.M. Orientation
	F24 CPR Workshop
	F24 Welcome Week
	F24 Daisy Cardenas’ Going Away
	F24 Healthcare Foundation Visits
	F24 NARCAN Workshop
	F24 TEAS Workshop Series
	F24 Nursing Application Workshop

	24/25 HOPE Workshops & Events
	Continued...
	F24 COLEGAS Conference
	F24 Internship Workshop
	F24 H.A.M.sgiving
	F24 Anxiety Workshop
	F24 SRCH Dental Opening
	F24 Dia de los muertos
	F24 Mental Health & Identity on Test Prep
	F24 Fuel for Finals
	F24 Winter H.A.M. Celebration
	S25 Nursing Student Meet-Up



	24/25 HOPE Workshops & Events
	Continued...
	S25 Nursing Application Workshop
	S25 HOPE Sutter Fellowship Launch
	S25 AHEC Scholarship Workshop
	S25 LinkedIn Workshop
	S25 Healthcare is Love
	S25 SRCH Fieldtrip
	S25 Active Study Workshop
	S25 NARCAN Workshop
	S25 Parent’s Day Event
	S25 Burnout Workshop


	24/25 HOPE Workshops & Events
	Continued...
	S25 Burnout Workshop
	S25 Mural Workshop
	S25 Mental Health Panel
	S25 Speed Mentor Night
	S25 H.A.M. Sashing Ceremony
	Summer 25 Rad Tech Graduation


	HOPE Pre-NURSE Pathway
	Strong Work Force Grant
	Learn more here: hope.santarosa.edu/nurse-pathway
	CONTINUED...
	Pre-NURSE Pathway Core Team


	HOPE Pre-NURSE Pathway
	Strong Work Force Grant
	To address these gaps, HOPE is launching the HOPE Pre- Networking, Unity, and Resources for Successful Entry (Pre-NURSE) Pathway through Strong Workforce funding. This initiative, led by the HOPE & Avanzando Programs, will establish a comprehensive pre-nursing track designed to serve at least 240 students annually with culturally responsive, whole-student support services.
	Key components of the HOPE NURSE Pathway include:
	Academic Preparation: TEAS and application workshops, embedded tutoring, and orientation sessions.
	Retention & Support: Case management, peer mentorship, wellness activities, cultural events, and a lending library.
	Workforce Engagement: Hospital tours, paid mentorships, and networking events such as Speed Mentor Night and the new Engage Conference.
	Equity & Belonging: Programming grounded in cultural wealth frameworks, bilingual staff support, and community partnerships.

	S26 Caminos en Salud Conference
	Funded by the SRJC Randolph Newman Cultural Enrichment Endowment (RNCEE) Grant Project
	More information to come...
	Liza Juarez
	SRJC ADN Program, 2025


	HOPE Alumni Spotlight
	Their journeys remind us that the impact of HOPE extends far beyond the classroom and into careers, families, and communities.

	Keana Parry
	HOPE Alumni, SRJC ADN, 2025
	UC Davis Medical Center, Trauma Nursing Unit, New Grad RN

	I always recommend HOPE to anyone who may be feeling a little lost or lacking a sense of community.
	Having someone who had no reason to believe in me take the time to offer advice and encourage me to keep going is one of the reasons I am where I am today.
	Mariana Rodriguez
	HOPE Alumni, SRJC, 2025
	CNA, Sutter Santa Rosa Regional Hospital
	SFSU BSN Student

	Christopher Eduardo Latorre
	HOPE Alumni, SRJC ADN, 2025
	Recipient of the 2025 HOPE Award
	Registered Nurse at Spring Lake Village
	I hope to serve as an example for latino men, showing that we can indeed serve our community as healers and nurses.

	I don’t know if I would be where I am without the HOPE program behind me.
	Kayla Lindsay
	HOPE Alumni, SRJC, 2024
	Kaiser Permanente School of Allied Health Sciences: Radiologic Technology Student

	Where do our HOPE Alumni end up?
	Thank You to Our 24/25 Collaborators!
	Thank You to Our Partners!
	Ways to Give
	HOPE Student Need Fund
	The SRJC HOPE Student Need Fund provides support for first-generation college students with the following:
	Specialty Scholarships for unanticipated costs after being accepted into a program (nursing, rad tech, dental hygiene, CNA, etc.) to ensure enrollment.
	Emergency Funds for students who are facing financial stressors that pose a risk to meeting their educational goals, such as rent, utilities, food, etc.
	Workforce Development Workshops so students can complete training and certificates to strengthen their skillset and make them competitive upon entering the health care workforce.
	Specialty Supply Scholarship for students to pay for school supplies.
	foundation@santarosa.edu

	Click Here to Donate!
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